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February 6, 2018 
 
The Honorable Raymond Knops 
State Secretary of the Interior and Kingdom Relations 
Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations 
The Hague, The Netherlands 
 
Dear State Secretary Knops, 
 
I am writing in regards to the letter that I sent to you of December 18, 2017, where I asked to 
open up a dialogue and to which you never responded, and to your Government’s decision to 
seek the immediate dissolution of the elected and appointed Government of Sint Eustatius.  As 
you will recall, I serve as international counsel to Sint Eustatius. 
 
Your Government’s surprise decision, without consultation with the elected Island Council of 
Sint Eustatius and the people of the Island, is as shocking as it is in flagrant violation of The 
Netherlands’ obligations under Article 73 of the UN Charter. 
 
Under that provision, the Dutch Government is obligated to “recognize the principle that the 
interests of the inhabitants of these [non self-governing] territories are paramount.”  In addition, 
it must assist Sint Eustatius “to develop self-government, to take due account of the political 
aspirations of the peoples, and to assist them in the progressive development of their free 
political institutions.”  There can be no interpretation of “self-government” or “free political 
institutions” that would allow the Dutch Government to unilaterally decapitate wholesale the 
elected and appointed Government of Sint Eustatius in a swift measure that was rubber-stamped 
by your House of Representatives and Senate within merely a day.  Similarly, such a decision is 
wholly incompatible with the requirements of General Assembly Resolution 742, which says 
such territories must be provided “a full measure of self-government.” 
 
Given the unilateral, arbitrary, and capricious way in which this decision is being imposed, it is 
equally clear that your Government is punishing the citizens of Sint Eustatius for having elected 
a Government that has repeatedly demanded its rights be respected.  This is in clear violation of 
their rights to freedom of opinion and expression under Article 19 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights.  This decision is also in direct contravention of the right of the 
citizens of Sint Eustatius to have “the right and opportunity” to political participation under 
Article 25 of the ICCPR “to take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives.” 
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I wish to remind you that the Dutch Constitution says unequivocally that international treaty 
obligations, such as those found in the UN Charter and ICCPR, supersede the Dutch law on 
which you relied to justify your takeover of the elected Government. 
 
In addition, you should equally recall that your Government has proclaimed publicly on its own 
web site: “Human rights are rights that apply worldwide, to all people, in all places, at all times.  
They are the foundations of a democracy in which every person counts.  The Netherlands strives 
to protect and promote human rights all over the world.”  Yet in this one action, you denied the 
elected Government and its people any rights of due process, any independent review of case by  
neutral third party, and any opportunity to challenge your decision. 
 
On this legal and moral basis, I demand the Government cease and desist from its illegal actions.  
Should it fail to do so, the Government of Sint Eustatius will act aggressively to defend the rights 
of its people both domestically and internationally, through all venues provided by law.  
 
I urge you to step back from this ultra vires decision.  Your Government’s actions are not worthy 
of a great democracy. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jared Genser 


